
Prescribed Fire regulatory 
System in Oregon: Burn 

Planning, Liability and Smoke 
Management on Private Land

So you want to conduct a prescribed fire on 
private land?

Determine if your land is in an Oregon 
Department of Forestry District

No, I'm not in
an Oregon Department of 
Forestry District

Yes, I'm in an Oregon Department of 
Forestry District

1) Contact your local Fire District (or county if not 
within a fire district). 

2) Check in with state agencies that regulate type of 
burning that you are doing. 

Oregon Department of 
Agriculture Regulates

Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality 

Regulates

Contact for Open Field Burning in the 
Willamette Valley:

Check this website and email list. 

ODA also records this information on a 
grower hotline (503) 986-4755

Contact for any burning 
that isn't regulated by 

ODF, ODA, or LRAPA 
(Regional Air Agency) 
including agricultural 

burning. 

Create your own Burn 
Plan, consult with NRCS 

and other technical 
assistance as needed. 

Conduct 
your 
burn

It goes great!

Fire response agency 
declares it a wildfire.

Fire response agencies may 
recover fire suppression costs 
in the case of an escaped fire. 

Liability for property 
damage: Most often 
goes to arbitration 
with the insurance 

company. 

Determine if your property is subject to Level 1 or Level 2 
regulation

You are Level 1 regulation if your private property is Class 1 
forestland in western Oregon, you are Level 2 regulation if 

your private property is Class 3 forestland in western Oregon 
or any forestland classification in eastern Oregon)My property is Level 1

My property is Level 2
Register your burn 

online at least 7 
days in advance, 

pay a fee here

Register your 
burn online here

Create your own Burn 
Plan, consult with NCRS 

and other technical 
assistance as needed

Get approval for your burn

Your local ODF Forester will follow u with 
you about Burn Plan, Smoke 

Management, and other considerations. 
ODF will make the permit decision the 
evening before the planned burn date.

Conduct 
your 
burn

Fire response agency 
declares it a wildfire. ODF 

investigates negligence

Fire is 
declared Not 

Negligent.

You may be 
responsible for 

suppression costs 
up to $300k.

Fire is declared negligent by the State Forester 
(ORS Chapter 477). If the fire crosses a property 

line it is typically declared negligent. ODF is 
mandated to recover full suppression costs every 

time.
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questions or comments contact 
kpurdy@sustainablenorthwest.org
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